




Patenting Fraud

means of assessmenl. pall'lll descriplions in lIlt' l'ighll'enlh centllr~' I1('C­

essarily r('\"l'aled H'IT liull' indeed. ,-\ polic\' of secn'cy '\'as hardly the..' onh'
impedimelll.

Enl ightt"nIHl'nt urg-enn' on.'r dt.'fin iI iOI1 and faIt-lllalion was I me response
to Iht' E\i1ure to accuralely, or (,\'l'l1 llH'aningrlllh', (ll'scriht' how mall\'
1l1l'chankal dc\'ircs worked, This pro\"l'd crilical in lhe prol'('ss of pall'nl
making-, From lkfc)t.' to De..'sagllliers. it was wl'llunderstoorl lhat pa[('nts
wen' orren u'hidt.'s for in\"l·stllll·nt and frequelll ruin, \rhl'IlCl.'. it could
he argued. followed thl' Hubhll' ;\et and elldless {'ffons to dril\\' tIlt' Royal
Society and [hl' Royal Sot'it."[y oL\ns illlo sche..'llles of mechanical promo­
lion.: I

; En'n such a well-known prindph- as tht' dc.'hililatinK t'trt.'('1 of fric­
lion did nol inhihit. bUI r.uher aC[lIalh' t.'llcourag-ed. (Tt'atin' minds. .\nli­
"rinion claims. in rOl~jlll1("tion with proposals for impro\'ed efficiency ill
l'JI('''',,~' production and lranslation from naillral SOurcl'S 10 machine.'
power. were ('oIHillualtlll'llll's in parent applications.!;" The multiple dis­
nlssions. ill many mechanical tc.'xts and lecHtH's, ahou[ the impC,'dimc-'nt
of frir[ioll all<lthe difficlllties of its e1iminatioll wc.'re virtually a challenge
to inn'mol's, COllseqlll'mly, cven at [he end of a n'lHury whc-'Il the pl'oh­
!t'm was well known. various pieces of apparatus \\,('1'e ('ont ri\'ed to reduct'
friclioll in machine desig-n, Thlls. ill I i9:', the impro\'f.'d conslruninn of
eralH'S was proposed, likely hy Ihl' Re\'. Edmund Canwright. F.R.S..
through the il11rodm:tion of a worm gear to halance the efft,C( of friction
on tht' welh or the \\'hf'elS.:\~' ]n tltl' samt.' yt'al'. James \"hitl' n:cein'c1 -lO
J.{lIineas from the SodelY for the Encolll'ilgt'llll'nl of Arts. Manul;lctul'es
ilnd COlllllll'lTl' for his im'C,'lltioJl of a crane '())' wharfs Ihat reduced I'l'k­
tion hy pulleys so that lhl' human 0ller.ltor could shih his position and
diminish the rc.'sistan(·c of [hl' load. l.ikl'\\'isc-". in IHOO. James Fussell. an
iron mallllf;,ctllrt'r in Somersel, andJaml's Douglas. an l'ngiJlt't'r in Sur­
re.'\', rect'i\'ed a patent for a dl'\'ice llsing chains, \\'h('('ls. ilnd rollers 'ff))'
Iht, I)lll'pose or lessening Friction in raising, }owl'ring-. drh'ing. aud ('C)11­

dueling Heavy Bodies.' Also. in I HO I. Joseph (~aslOll, or John Baptiste.
sl\kd COUllt dt, Thi\,ill('. Ih('n or Piccadilly. I'l'c('in'd a palent fClI' 'cel'lain
lH'\\' \kthods ofJ.{i\'il1g an indc.'pendc.'ul 1H00'ing- PO\\'e.... lo all ~tll'hill("s. hy
~Jcoaus or Hydraulic ]':ng-iul's and also or cOllslnlClill~illlel ('mployillg sep­
,1I;ttC'''' sc.'n"ral of lheir Par..... such as \\'heels, PiSIOIIS. alld ,\pparatlls Jctr
I'l'dudng Frinioll. "POII nt'w Prilldplc'",,' ~olah"', (~il"loll c!;,imt'<! hi,
ill\('lIlioll was hased Oil ·hnlrO'.lali<"al prilll'iplt·, 1101 al all hllilitllt, knowll
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:\HlProjector.. alld the \lanlll;KHan' III' Elllightc'llnH'lll. 1770- I~~O
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